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THE WORLD MADE LOCAL
100 people. 100 countries. 100 reasons to travel now

Like Valeriya 
Gogunskaya,  
a longboarder  
from Portugal



UNITED STATES
The Gullah Geechee community descended from West African 
slaves. We believe right whales accompanied the slave ships, 
so every December when they return, I go to the Georgia 
coast to pay homage to them. We want visitors to learn our 
folkways and foodways and to hear our language. 
–“SISTAH PATT” GUNN, CEO, UNDERGROUND TOURS OF SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 

THE WORLD  
 MADE  
 LOCAL

The seven global editions of Condé Nast 
Traveler teamed up to ask residents of 
countries around the world why we should 
come visit them. Here’s what they told us
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There’s No Place Like 
(Someone Else’s) Home

SENEGAL
We have teranga, which means  
that when you visit, everyone will 
welcome you and share with you. 
For local art, check out Black Rock, 
the multidisciplinary artist- in-
residence program founded in 
2019 by Kehinde Wiley. For music, 
listen to Akon, Youssou N’Dour, 
Viviane Chidid, and mbalax—
Senegalese dance music. There  
are lots of new mbalax tracks 
creating buzz right now.
–KHADJOU SAMBE, PROFESSIONAL SURFER

For “The World Made Local”—the first true 
global collaboration between the seven  
editions of Condé Nast Traveler worldwide—
we asked 100 locals in 100 countries what 
they most love about where they come from. 
As the world opens up, we want you to find 
your own reason to travel, and we wanted  
the coolest people we know across the world 
to give it to you—people like 28-year-old 
Senegal-born French chef Mory Sacko and 
the Guatemalan actor María Mercedes Coroy. 
You’ll find a taste of it all on the following 
pages, with more on cntraveler.com. 
Consider this proof that the most compelling 
motivator for travel is not just the places you 
may end up but the people you meet along 
the way who can tell you exactly where to go. 
–DIVIA THANI  
GLOBAL EDITORIAL DIRECTOR, CONDÉ NAST TRAVELER
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SWITZERLAND
I live in Zurich, which has a small but growing music scene. My friend 
runs jam sessions and open-mic nights at Plaza Klub, and it’s so exciting 
to hear upcoming electro or urban artists. If you are interested in 
catching local talent, come visit in March, when the music festival called 
M4Music is on. But summer is always a good time. Bäckeranlage park  
is a beautiful spot to hang out with a picnic. A few of my favorite spots  
in town are La Stanza for the best coffee and a great playlist—which  
is essential and rare. I’d take first-timers to District 1, for the Swiss 
National Museum. But by night we’re going to Longstreet Bar on  
Langstrasse in District 4 for gin and tonics and live DJ sets, then on to 
Moods for a soca party. On Saturdays, we’d go to the flea market in  
Helvetiaplatz—I found a Stevie Wonder Greatest Hits record there. Plus, 
my new album will be out on vinyl soon. That’s going to be a big moment!

–PRIYA RAGU, MUSICAL ARTIST

FINLAND
Most people don’t realize that, after 
Argentina, Finland is the tango capital of  
the world. It’s dying, but there are places in 
the countryside where you can still find it. 
At Tanhuhovi outside Helsinki, women still 
come to dance in flower-print dresses. 
–JASPER PÄÄKKÖNEN, ACTOR AND ENVIRONMENTALIST

ITALY
If you have just one day in my hometown of 
Bergamo, in the mountainous north of the 
country, here’s what to do: Take a walk on the 
Corsarola to reach San Vigilio, the highest point 
in town. Coffee should be from Cavour 1880, 
while your aperitivo needs to be at Bar Flora in 
Piazza Vecchia. Dinner should be on the terrace 
of Baretto di San Vigilio at sunset, when the 
view of the whole city is incredible and the 
lights of Bergamo blend with the first starlight. 

–ROSALBA PICCINNI, FLORIST AND JAZZ SINGER
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NICARAGUA
»  Nicaragua (Nicanahuac), the land of  

lakes and volcanoes, is powerful, magical, 
and a mother. Nicaraguan pottery is 
extremely high-end. You must visit the 
village of San Juan de Oriente in Masaya, 
which is dedicated to pottery. Beautiful 
vessels, dishware, and statement pieces 
are in this village.

»  One of my favorite spots is the Museum 
of Archaeology and History Cihua Coatl  
in Sébaco, Matagalpa—a collection  
of locally found pottery, stones, and 
statuary. The Pre-Columbian Museum  
in Ometepe is a must-see as well.

»  You must visit the colorful colonial town 
of Granada, famous for vigorón, a dish 
made of chopped cabbage, yuca, and 
chicharron wrapped in a banana leaf. 
From there head to Masaya, known as 
the cradle of national folklore, to shop in 
the Mercado Viejo for Nicaraguan gems 
including hammocks, leather goods, 
paintings, ceramics, and clothing.

–JOEL GAITAN, ARTIST AND CERAMIST

FRENCH POLYNESIA
People focus only on Tahiti. But 
visitors should go to the mountain 
islands like Huahine or Raiatea. 
They should also go to one of the 
super-flat atolls in the Tuamotu 
Islands, like Fakarava, and then  
to an island in the Marquesas.
–TAHIARII PARIENTE, CULTURAL AMBASSADOR AND SAILOR
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AUSTRALIA
My favorite place to visit is 
Broome, Western Australia.  
The traditional owners are the 
Yawuru people. The beaches and 
landscapes have the most intense 
visuals, from turquoise oceans 
and white sands to red cliffs and 
earth. It’s like no other place. 
–NATHAN MCGUIRE, MODEL AND ADVOCATE  
FOR INDIGENOUS REPRESENTATION IN FASHION

INDIA
We have some of the greatest and most diverse flora and 
fauna in the world. The forests of central India have  
beautiful tiger-scapes that are immersed in history. East 
India has indigenous animals like the rhinoceros and red 
panda. Nagarahole Tiger Reserve in Karnataka, South 
India, is quickly becoming one of the most popular  
wildlife destinations for its high density of Asiatic wildlife. 
And the elusive snow leopard roams around snow-covered 
valleys and rivers of ice in north India. This country has  
so much to offer, and I still have so much to see.

–SHAAZ JUNG, WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER AND BIG CAT SPECIALIST
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SAUDI ARABIA
The kingdom is one of the last remaining natural 
undiscovered gems on planet Earth. The people are so 
hospitable, the topography is so vast, and there’s such 
a unique, diverse culture. We have the Red Sea, and it 
is just so spectacular. I love the wildness and the 
freeing feeling. Then there is Jeddah, my hometown, 
with beautiful mountains and amazing art and culture.

–RAHA MOHARRAK, ADVENTURER AND MOUNTAINEER

EGYPT
You have to give the local food—ful, koshary, 
ta’ameya—a try. There are a few places near the 
Pyramids that are really authentic, and in my 
opinion, Khan El-Khalili, Cairo’s sprawling bazaar, 
is a great start. It also sells a lot of traditional 
jewelry and accessories. You can then find an 
ahwa and pause to smoke shisha and people- 
watch. And both the Citadel of Saladin and 
Al-Azhar Mosque are nearby. I also recommend 
taking a felucca ride on the Nile to see Cairo  
by night—you won’t get any sleep, of course.
–YARA SALEH, DANCEHALL CHOREOGRAPHER

SINGAPORE
For street food, try bak chor mee (noodles with 
minced meat) at Block 58 New Upper Changi Road, 
fried kway teow at Hill Street Fried Kway Teow in 
Chinatown Complex, appom at Madras New  
Woodlands Restaurant on Upper Dickson Road, 
and Indian mixed rice at Barakath Restaurant on 
Dalhousie Lane. I like Zai Shun Curry Fish Head at 
Jurong East Street 24, but it can be crowded.  
I don’t really eat at fine-dining restaurants in  
Singapore, but if I had to choose, I’d pick Naked 
Finn, Le Bon Funk, and Nicolas Le Restaurant.

–DAMIAN D’SILVA  
CHEF AND ADVOCATE FOR HERITAGE CUISINE IN SINGAPORE
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BAHAMAS
The National Art Gallery of the Bahamas opened 
in 2003 and totally changed the cultural land-
scape, because it finally gave us a space dedicat-
ed to local art and to letting travelers appreciate 
it. It is inside the former home of our chief 
justice. Though if you are wanting something 
more natural, the island of Eleuthera is fantastic 
for cycling. It has rolling hills and the Queen’s 
Highway, which runs north to south. You can 
rent a bike for a day and explore. The Bahamas 
isn’t sold as a bikers’ haven, but it should be!

–JOHN COX  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF ARTS AND CULTURE, BAHA MAR

GUATEMALA
»  Mayan ceremonies in Guatemala are worth checking out. 

For example, where I live, in Santa María de Jesús, we do  
a “rain request” from each of the four hills here. It is a way 
to ask Mother Nature to protect and sustain us.

»  Our singer-songwriters are able to capture the beauty of 
Guatemala, like Sara Curruchich, an Indigenous Kaqchikel 
musician. I love her song “Junam” (a word that means 
“together”) for its reference to the unity of the people and 
the struggle in community.

»  The essence of Guatemala will always be the smell of  
coffee and sweets like roscas. But also wet land—those  
dirt streets that are not paved, and when the rain falls, the 
rising steam, a musty smell, and a total feeling of relaxation.

–MARÍA MERCEDES COROY, ACTOR
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FRANCE
There is so much more diversity in Paris’s food 
scene now than before. A few years ago Asian 
cuisine was mainly Chinese, but now you can get 
Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese, and Thai food very 
easily. Parisians are much more informed about 
what they are eating. My favorite area to eat in has 
to be Canal Saint-Martin, in the 10th arrondisse-
ment. There is a small Asian-fusion canteen called 
Siseng, where I’m a regular, and right next door to it 
is Le Comptoir Général, which is a fun place to go 
for drinks. They also sometimes serve street food 
like bokit, a Guadeloupean fried sandwich, and 
accras de morue, salt-cod fritters, which are a great 
late-night snack. A bit farther up is Candide, where 
chef Alessandro Candido serves the most delicious 
roast chicken on Sundays, and on the other side of 
the canal is Early June, which has a great wine cellar.

–MORY SACKO, CHEF, MOSUKE, PARIS 
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SPAIN
»  I live in Madrid, but my bond to my hometown 

of Granada, where you can find flamenco 
everywhere, is magical. When I go there and 
need to relax, I head straight to Arab Baths of 
Bañuelo in the Carrera del Darro, which have 
such amazing history. 

»  Definitely visit the neighborhood of 
Sacromonte, which is full of caves where 
people live and shows are performed.  
It has a very narrow road leading to a very 
beautiful church. Opposite, across the Darro 
River, is the Alhambra.

»  Nowhere in Spain does tapas better than 
Granada—your beer will come with fried fish, 
a hamburger. Head to Albaicín, the oldest 
neighborhood in Granada, for the best of it all.

–MANUEL LIÑÁN, FLAMENCO DANCER (THIRD FROM RIGHT)
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ARGENTINA
»  The best way to see Buenos Aires is to rent a free bike 

and cycle the Calles Gorriti-Superí lane from south to 
north. Starting at Billinghurst, the route captures plenty 
of barrio eclecticism through Palermo, Colegiales, and 
Coghlan before ending at leafy Parque Saavedra.

»  For unique finds, head to the flea market at Parque 
Centenario, where I pick up vintage teapots and metal 
milk jugs. Guacha Textiles is where to go for fair trade  
baby-alpaca sweaters (I wear mine on chilly mornings 
when I bake). Oh, and Buenos Aires has a fantastic craft 
beer scene; pioneering bar Strange Brewing makes  
a refreshing saison.

»  When I need a break from B.A., I go home to Cañuelas,  
a rural Pampas district in Buenos Aires Province, for 
asado. It’s also home to La Dolfina Polo Club, led by 
10-goal-handicap player Adolfo Cambiaso. A must is 
Pueblo Escondido’s outstanding charcuterie and cheese.

–FRANCISCO SEUBERT, OWNER, ATELIER FUERZA BAKERY, BUENOS AIRES

BERMUDA
There is a renaissance happening right now in 
Bermuda: Bermudians have fallen in love with their 
island and are coming up with creative ways to 
showcase it to one another and to visitors. A talented 
young artist, Gherdai Hassell, just had her first solo 
show at the Bermuda National Gallery, where she 
created collages inspired by the Bermuda Slave  
Registers and historic photographs in the Bermuda 
Archives. There are also so many emerging young 
writers. I’m excited about this new generation of 
artists because they are going to be what helps the 
world to better understand Bermuda, not just as a 
tourism destination but as a living, breathing, vibrant 
place. The magic of Bermuda is found when you get 
out of the resorts and get into places like Drew’s Bay, 
the Dragon’s Lair Gallery, and, of course, Mama 
Angie’s Coffee Shop for a fish cake sandwich!

–KRISTIN WHITE, COMMUNITY ACTIVIST AND OWNER,  
LONG STORY SHORT BOOKSTORE, ST. GEORGE’S PH

O
TO

G
R

AP
H

S:
 E

ST
EF

AN
IA

 IS
EL

LI
 @

TE
FA

II,
 M

ER
ED

IT
H

 A
N

D
R

EW
S

THE WORLD 
MADE 
LOCAL



UNITED KINGDOM 
For some nature in the bustle of London, we do 
Beckenham Place Park and Oxleas woods for long 
walks and fresh air. The greenhouses at Kew 
Gardens are worth hours of your time too, and 
Peckham Rye has some beautiful planted gardens.
–ROMY ST. CLAIR AND IONA MATHIESON, FLORISTS AND OWNERS, SAGE FLOWERS, LONDON PH
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SOUTH AFRICA
»  Johannesburg has such a buzzing art scene. Visit Botho Project 

Space for contemporary work and BKHZ, a Black-owned gallery 
that is home to young South African talent. If you’re into 
exploring local music, then give Zoë Modiga, Muneyi, Yanga 
YaYa, and Major League DJz a listen.

»  For breakfast, hit up Arbour Cafe, a cute little restaurant with  
a courtyard tucked away in the Melrose area of Johannesburg. 
Have lunch at Kolonaki Greek Kouzina in Parkhurst, pre-dinner 
drinks at Saint Restaurant in Sandton, and dinner at Les Creatif 
by Wandile Mabaso.

»  The neighborhoods, too, are something to explore: Maboneng, 
Parkhurst, and Melville for good vibes, and Kramerville for  
home and deco shopping. When I want to relax, I head to Nirox 
Sculpture Park, a historic area that is recognized as the  
cradle of humankind, a short drive from the city.

–TREVOR STUURMAN, PHOTOGRAPHER

QATAR
Qatari women, like Her Excellency Sheikha 
Al-Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, are 
the driving force behind the art and cultural 
movement in the Arab world right now.
–FATMA HASSAN AL REMAIHI, CEO, DOHA FILM INSTITUTE

CANADA
I strongly encourage people 
to attend our powwows. 
They’re places where you  
can get authentic literature, 
crafts, jewelry, clothing, and 
food. You really get a great 
taste of Indigenous culture.
–SAGE PAUL, COFOUNDER AND ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  
OF INDIGENOUS FASHION WEEK TORONTO
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INDONESIA 
I call the region of Tabanan 
the real Bali. Its iconic rice 
terraces, called jatiluwih,  
are UNESCO protected, and 
there are some beautiful 
rivers and volcanic hot 
springs. It’s cooler and wetter 
up there, making everything 
green and emerald. There 
are little villages too. 
–TJOK GDE KERTHYASA  
HOMEOPATH AND NATURAL-MEDICINE PRACTITIONER

PORTUGAL
I live in a small village called Póvoa de 
Penafirme in Praia de Santa Cruz, near 
the famous surfing hubs of Ericeira and 
Peniche. It’s called the Silver Coast and  
is loaded with charming beaches and  
traditional fishing towns. You’ll want a 
car to explore them all. In Praia de Santa 
Cruz itself, go on a hike on top of the 
cliffs, check out Porto Novo in the valley 
by the river, and book a surf lesson.  
My favorite secret beaches, each with its 
own personality, are all up and down  
this coastline. For a unique view of the 
area, go to the local aerodrome and book 
a 20-minute flight on a vintage plane.  
It’s just 60 euro for three people!

–VALERIYA GOGUNSKAYA  
CREATOR, THE LONGBOARD CAMP, SANTA CRUZ



TRINIDAD 
AND TOBAGO
»  If there’s one thing we 

Trinibagonians do love, it’s a 
good party. If you come around 
Christmastime or Carnival 
celebrations, there’s a party 
every weekend—that’s where 
you see our true identity.  
It’s our history!

»  You have to go to Queen’s Park 
Savannah, a big expanse of land 
with coconut vendors and what 
we call the Magnificent Seven: 
great houses with old architec-
ture. At certain times of year the 
poui trees blossom, leaving a 
carpet of flowers on the ground. 
There’s a lot of history there—
the main stage for our Carnival 
festival originated out of the 
Savannah.

»  The dish to eat is called a 
doubles, from the East Indian 
settlers in Trinidad. It’s a lightly 
fried pastry with chickpeas and 
fresh pepper, or sweetened with 
tamarind. My spot is Das Doubles 
Factory, on El Socorro Road. 

–KEES DIEFFENTHALLER, SOCA MUSICIAN 

THE 
PHILIPPINES
Come here to learn 
from the beautiful 
culture, heritage, 
struggles, and resist-
ance. Come to see the 
coastal communities 
like Sitio Kinse in 
Barangay Taliptip, 
Bulacan, where 
fisherfolk have made 
houses on stilts with 
solar panels and care 
for the mangroves  
as the mangroves 
care for them.
–MITZI JONELLE TAN  
CLIMATE CHANGE ACTIVIST
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CHINA
A few tips for traveling around Shanghai: Good luck 
trying to hail a taxi when the weather is bad; always carry 
an extra phone charger; watch out for scooter-delivery 
people; and you don’t ever need to carry cash around in 
the city center as long as mobile payment options are set 
up on your phone! It is a truly captivating city with 
endless amounts of ambition and opportunity.

–DEAILLE TAM, CHEF, OBSCURA, SHANGHAI

BRAZIL
In Rio de Janeiro, stay at the Chez 
George Airbnb. It’s a beautiful 
house with a great view of Santa 
Teresa, and the breakfast is 
delicious. Then do Horto waterfalls, 
which give off so much natural 
energy. After that, go biking by the 
Lagoa and finish up at Ipanema.
–JOÃO INCERTI, PAINTER

Want recommenda-
tions for can’t-miss 
Stockholm watering 
holes from the team 
behind Tjorget, the 
top bar in Sweden? 
How about the secret 
island in Phnom Penh 
where Cambodian 
street artist Fonki 
heads for inspiration? 
Or the go-to Bogotá 
restaurant for  
Colombian fashion 
designer Kika Vargas? 
For tips and insights 
from locals in 72 
additional countries, 
plus more from the 
folks featured across 
these pages, go to  
cntraveler.com/ 
theworldmadelocal. 
Think of this as your 
insider’s guide to 
everywhere you want 
to go next.

Let Them 
Show You 
Around
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