


There are many
reasons to call it the
o+ greatest city on Earth.
- We’ve compiled

a few by enlisting a

group of true-blue
& New Yorkers—
-people whose lives

and livelihoods make

, ;‘5 ‘their hometown the
“tough, crazy, beautiful,
" diverse, fun place it
~is—to share their
favorite spots across
the five boroughs,
from museums to
music halls, pizza to
park benches. The . ™
- results? The most
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Manhattan's Musical Secrets
Few visitors know about the Village Van-

guard, a small basement jazz club in Green-
wich Village that’s been around since the
1930s. Everybody from Miles to Monk to
Bill Evans made this their jazz home. And
I wish more people knew that they can
attend morning rehearsals each week at the
New York Philharmonic. For about $20 you
can hear a complete concert as well as see

the creation of a great performance.
Earl Rose, piano player, Bemelmans Bar at the
Carlyle, a Rosewood Hotel

What You Can't Miss in Harlem

I was born and raised in Harlem, and I love
that place. It is where the Black Renaissance
happened. You gotta do the Schomburg
Center for Research in Black Culture. It is
in the heart of the neighborhood and is a

cultural institution. Then do the Abyssinian
Baptist Church for the fiery preachers who
included Adam Clayton Powell! Finally, hit
up Sylvia’s. It is the most important African
American restaurant in the world. It started
as a hole-in-the-wall, and now people come
from all over. Even Obama’s been. Go for
breakfast if you can.

Dapper Dan, fashion designer and
haberdasher

NEW e Six Senses is riding the wellness
ADDITIONS wave into Manhattan, with its
TO THE CITY first hotel in the U.S.
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® The 9,000-square-foot Broome Street

Gardens, an indoor park above the
Market Line, opens in June

® The 750-mile-long Empire State
Trail will link New York City to
Canada, starting in Battery Park



Everyone will
tell you to take

a round trip on
the Staten Island
Ferry, but it's

a legitimately
great tip. You
get super-close
to the State of
Liberty, and
there's a bar. The
ferry is the last
part of the city's
original system,
which connected
the boroughs
before New York
built bridges

“Take the tram to Roosevelt
Island. It’s a great date

spot with fabulous views;
bring a picnic!”

Susanne Bartsch, nightlife icon

Harlem Underground has the best assort-
ment of unique graphic tees as well as
custom pieces. I'm always searching for
vintage-inspired items that scream Harlem
for gifts or for my home, which takes me to
NiLu. From coffee table books to custom
pillows, vintage jewelry boxes to whimsical
coasters, they have something you need
and definitely want.

Tren'ness Woods-Black, VP of marketing and
co-owner, Sylvia's restaurant, founded 1962

A Saturday in Queens

My wife and I often start our day by
taking our dog on a walk to Farine Baking
Company in Jackson Heights for egg-
and-cheese sandwiches and coffee. Later
we might explore Flushing’s Chinatown
and stop for a bite at Joe’s Steam Rice
Roll. Then we go to Astoria Park for some
melitzanosalata from our favorite Greek
spot, Agnanti.

Josh Russ Tupper, fourth-generation
co-owner, Russ & Daughters appetizer shop
and restaurant, founded 1914

The New Food Hall in Town

The partially completed Essex Cross-
ing development in the Lower East Side
is a stone’s throw from where I grew up
in Chinatown, and it is great to see the
once-empty lot on Delancey now filled
with housing, shopping, and offices. My
current favorite food vendors at Market

AN EDITOR’S PERFECT DAY Upper East Side

I live in Brooklyn,
but every now and
then I take the
subway uptown for
a dose of the Nora
Ephron New York
that hooked me as
a teen. One filled
with witty writer
friends, strolls
through Central
Park, and spacious
Upper West Side
brownstones. I
start by grabbing
a bagel at Zabar’s
(poppyseed, thick
schmear of lox
cream cheese)
before cutting
through the park to
The Met, passing
two favorite spots:

Skate Circle, where
Rollerbladers glide
and twirl to "90s
house music, and
Emma Stebbins’s
Angel of the Waters
at the Bethesda
Fountain, the first
public artwork by
a woman in New
York. You could
spend a year at the
Met and still not
see everything,

but I always have
to visit the Temple
of Dendur in the
Sackler Wing.
Re-creating When
Harry Met Sally is,

of course, part of
the draw (“There is
too much pepper
on my paprikash!”),
as is the reminder
that there’s always
something bigger,
older, and more
important out there
than you. If it’s
summer, go up to
the roof for a
glimpse of the
manicured buildings
that line the park.
Speculating over
who lives in an
apartment nicer
than yours is a New
York pastime. I wrap
up the day with a
martini under the
Madeline murals at

Bemelmans Bar.
To me, Bemelmans
captures a
glamorous old
New York that no
longer exists, but
one that pretty
much everyone, of
every age, grew up
daydreaming about.
You don’t go there
for the magic of
the everyday, but
the magic you
need when the
everyday starts

to feel too much.
Just like the movies.
-Lale Arikoglu,
Senior Lifestyle
Editor

o Citi Bike, New York’s wildly popular o In addition, a new fleet of
bike-share program, is expanding enhanced electric Citi Bikes
through Harlem and into the Bronx hit the city this winter

® Hudson Yards’ just-opened Edge
is now the highest outdoor deck
in the Western Hemisphere

e Far Rockaway will get its first
lifestyle hotel when the Rockaway
launches just off the beach in May
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Line, in the basement, include Peoples
Wine Shop & Bar for a snack and a glass
of wine (or two!) and Essex Pearl for a
lobster roll and oysters.

Wilson Tang, second-generation owner, Nom
Wah Tea Parlor, founded 1920

A Downtown History Tour

I love walking around New York between
rush hours. It’s crazy that you can walk
Hamilton’s footsteps and stand in the
place where Lincoln addressed a crowd at
Cooper Union in the East Village.

Jad Abumrad, cohost, WNYC's Radiolab;
host, Dolly Parton’s America podcast

Take Me Out to the Ball Game

I never miss getting to Citi Field to see the
Mets during baseball season. To watch nine
innings is still the great time destroyer.
Jonathan Lethem, novelist

Art Among the Tombs

I love the rolling hills and magnificent
vistas of Green-Wood Cemetery in Brook-
lyn. Not only are legends like Basquiat and
Louis Comfort Tiffany buried there, but

it’s home to some terrific contemporary art
activations, so it’s new every time you visit.
Anne Pasternak, director, Brooklyn Museum

Emerging Culture in Brooklyn

I'm loving BLK MKT Vintage’s new spot
in Bedford Stuyvesant. It’s a phenomenal
archive of black culture and collectibles.
Also the GenderFail Archive Project, which
is inspiring. They were both recently fea-
tured in our exhibition “Radical Reading
Room,” at Studio Museum 127.

Legacy Russell, associate curator of
exhibitions, Harlem's Studio Museum

A Cross-Borough Grub Crawl

Ask a cab driver to drop you off at the
corner of Centre and Chambers in Lower
Manhattan, then walk across the bridge
and have lunch at Grimaldi’s, a pizzeria, in
Dumbo. If you order takeout, it comes in
wax paper bags, which is a rare thing and
changes the pizza from that cardboard
taste. Back in Manhattan, do GupShup on
18th Street. It’s modern Indian cuisine,
but the concept of the restaurant is like
you’re in the home of a Bombay family that

AN EDITOR’S PERFECT DAY The Bronx

I work in the
Financial District,
so often I need a
version of New York
that doesn’t mean
canyons of concrete
and brick or fighting
for my square foot
on the subway.

I find it in the
Bronx. It starts
with a morning

run through Van
Cortlandt Park, past
the muddy Old
Croton Aqueduct,
built almost 200

years ago. After-
ward I stop on the
Parade Ground,
with immigrants
from Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and
India on the cricket
pitches. Then it’s
off to Moss Café, a
15-table kosher spot
that has the city’s
finest honey-butter
biscuit. From there

it’s a 20-minute walk
along the mostly
untamed Riverdale
Park overlooking
the Hudson to an
afternoon concert

at Wave Hill, an
estate once leased
by Mark Twain.
Dinner is a large
pepperoni pie served
on a red-and-white
checked tablecloth
at Addeo’s, a
neighborhood pizza
joint. I walk off the
slices in the
Fieldston neighbor-

hood, a collection
of wide streets and
grand stone estates
from the turn of the
20th century, and
finish with a
surreptitious glass
of wine on the High
Bridge, New York’s
oldest—and only
car-free—interbor-
ough span. Looking
south I can see
Manhattan’s outline
stretching to the sky.
-Noah Kaufman,
Editor, City Guides

“I think driving into the
city on the bridges is
pretty cool. It’s like a
mountain range, but it’s
man-made. The city is like
a hornets’ nest—all those
buildings have little rooms
with people in them.”

Robert Longo, artist

moved to New York in the 1970s. GupShup
has traditional food, but also somehow has
guacamole. Ask for Jimmy (not me—the
owner’s name is actually Jimmy).

Jimmy Fallon, host, The Tonight Show

With Jimmy Fallon

Brooklyn's Best Neighborhoods
Ilive in Fort Greene, Brooklyn, which feels
like a version of New York from 40 years
ago. There is no sprawl. Neighbors are
friendly. And Fort Greene Park is excellent.
As is the food. I recommend Miss Ada’s
for brunch. The chef and owner is Israeli
and worked at Gramercy Tavern after I
was there. The locals love it. Then there
is Olea, a really good Mediterranean place.
My understanding is the landlady keeps the
rent low; she wants them to stay in busi-
ness. It has a line every time I go.

Tom Colicchio, chef and owner,

Crafted Hospitality

Still unknown to most New Yorkers is the
astonishing Industry City project along
the waterfront in Sunset Park. There is an
entire block-long food hall; a mini Japa-
nese village with an outpost of the beloved
Sunrise Mart for Japanese groceries; and
another of Sahadi’s market, a Middle
Eastern grocery that has held fast to its
storefront on Atlantic Avenue since 1948.
Toby Cecchini, owner, the Long Island Bar;
inventor of the Cosmopolitan

® Bring a canvas tote:
NYC went plastic-bag-
free in March
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® When the slick Aman New York
opens in December, it will transform
the city’s hotel landscape

e The Apollo Performing Arts Center
is building a Harlem arts campus,
with two new stages opening this fall

® The Metropolitan Museum of Art
celebrates 150 years with the retro-
spective “Making the Met: 1870-2020”



The summer

heat can be

a killer in New
York City.

Some fountains,
like this one in
Washington
Square Park,
legally double
as wading pools
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“You don’t know NYC
until you've done yoga with
a bunch of 78-year-olds

at Iyengar on West 22nd.”

Kate Huling, cofounder, the Marlow Collective

NYC From the Water

You can cruise and enjoy all of the city’s
cool waterfront neighborhoods—Williams-
burg, Dumbo, Red Hook, Sunset Park, the
Rockaways—via the ferry system while
enjoying Wi-Fi, organic snacks, and even
wine on board.

Omar Hernandez, owner-founder,

Omar's La Boite

The Soul of the East Village
Everyone should try the chocolate egg
cream at Gem Spa, a corner store in the
East Village that Patti Smith and Basquiat
used to frequent. From there, check out
A-1 Records on East Sixth Street, which is
wonderfully curated.

Jesse Rifkin, owner, Walk on the

Wild Side Tours NYC

e In August, the development One
Vanderbilt, above Grand Central, brings
an eighth Daniel Boulud spot to town
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e Avirgin no longer: The city gets its
first outpost of Sir Richard Branson’s
innovative hotel group this year

o A new St. George ferry
route will link Battery Park
and Midtown West

® No need for Metrocards: The
MTA’s tap-and-go payment system
is coming to all five boroughs



There is so much
to love about
Coney Island:
the boardwalk
and beaches,
the legendary
Cyclone roller
coaster, and
that iconic
Nathan's Famous
hot dog stand.
Bonus: It's just
one subway ride
away from pretty
much anywhere
in the city

AN EDITOR’S PERFECT DAY West Village

I prefer to spend
rainy days in the

custard. Then I
meander over to

make it feel like the
neighborhood’s
living room. After
dark I head toward
flashing MacDougal
Street to catch a
show at the Comedy

houses where folk
musicians and
beatnik poets
entertained too.
Later, stars like
Jerry Seinfield and
Eddie Murphy

Village, where indie book shop
tourists clamor for Three Lives &
selfies in front of Company and page
the Friends through new
apartment but the releases before

real personality seeing an art film at
lies within the the IFC Center.
music dens and Happy hour comes
cultural houses that early: I meet friends
made the neighbor- at Fat Cat, where the
hood a bohemian Ping-Pong, jazz, and
center. I have a cozy plentiful tap beers

brunch at Buvette,
where the eggs are
impossibly silky, like

Cellar. None of the performed at the

promoters chanting Cellar, and if you're
“Stand-up comedy lucky, one may
tonight” are trying show up the night
to get you into the you're there.
Cellar, where the -Alex Erdekian,
show is already sold Assistant Editor,
out. Stand-up City Guides

partially originated
in the Village in the
1950s, in coffee-

The Quiet Side of Central Park
Northern Central Park has one of those
hidden views—I think most tourists don’t
make it up that far. By 105th Street there’s
an English-style garden, and it’s truly
incredible.

Ignacio Mattos, chef-owner, Estella, Café
Altro Paradiso, and Flora Bar

In the Cedar Hill part of Central Park is
a wooden bench that offers views of both
sunrise over the Manhattan skyline and
sunset to the west. During summer eve-
nings I like to read there with a blanket on
the grass until the last light.

Ashish Verma, senior vice president,

Luxury Division at Dream Hotel Group

The O.G. Street Food

The original Nathan’s Famous has been in
Coney Island for more than 100 years. The
garlicky snap of a natural-casing Nathan’s
hot dog is unlike any other—mouthwater-
ing, flavorful, and warm as a joyous hug.
After a hot dog, a beer is what I crave, and
my favorite watering hole in all of Coney
Island, Ruby’s Bar & Grill, is on the board-

walk. It’s weathered fierce storms, blazing
sun, and Speedo-and-bikini-wearing crowds
to serve up suds, drinks, and food.
Crazy Legs Conti, competitive eater

A Taste of Tokyo in Williamsburg
Okonomi is an awesome place that most
people, even New Yorkers, don’t know
about. It has a Japanese breakfast in the
morning, and at night it becomes Yuji
ramen, with seafood-based ramen instead
of pork-based, and it’s incredible. So many
places in New York have become bigger and
less intimate; this is your typical 12-seater.
You sit at the counter, and it goes quick.
Missy Robbins, chef-owner, Lilia and Misi

Old-School Italian Is Forever

I love to venture to the outer boroughs to
experience a classic Italian red-sauce joint.
Park Side in Corona, Queens, has one of
my favorite ever versions of chicken parm.
I also love going to Queen in Brooklyn
Heights, where the bread is fresh and the
welcome is as warm as the mozzarella.
Danny Meyer, founder and CEO, Union Square
Hospitality Group

o In May the L train will wrap its
post-Hurricane Sandy reno—
two months ahead of schedule

® Prepare for full-on disco fever with
the Brooklyn Museum’s “Studio 54:
Night Magic” show, through July 5

 Fifth Avenue receives a proper
zhuzhing, with the creation of mini
green spaces up and down the street Pier 26 this summer

o A new park with tidal pools
and decking comes to Tribeca’s
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In a city where
pretensions come
easy, Koreatown’s
check-your-cool-
factor-at-the-door
vibe appeals to me
as much as its
phenomenal galbi.
T'll head there early
in the afternoon to
soak and steam
inside Juvenex, a
24-hour spa near
the Empire State

snail mucus serum
(a dream for dry
skin) and a dizzying
variety of sheet
masks. Next, I'll
“rehydrate” with icy
Chung-Ha sake at
the friendly,
refreshingly unhip
cocktail spot Pocha
32. About a million
neon lights will try
to lure you in for
dinner at “K-Town’s

Building. Just south,
the Face Shop stocks
K-beauty hits like

Best BBQ,” but what
you want is Miss
Korea, where
upstairs dining
rooms are private
and don’t cost extra;
my family loves
them when we want
to eat a lot, drink

a lot, and not talk

in our indoor
voices—plus the
staff are pros at
knowing when your
soju and kimchi are
running low. Best of
all, the top mics in

AN EDITOR’S PERFECT DAY Koreatown

go-all-night karaoke
are just two floors
up, with albums of
songs thicker than a
phone book. When
you need a midnight
snack after singing,
it’s nice to know
that the oxtail soup
at 24-hour diner
Gahm Mi Oak is just
around the block.
Trust me—it works
wonders for warding
off a hangover.
-Erin Florio, Travel
News Director

an area known for

“Walking is one of the
best things to doin NYC.
It may be why there are
so many creatives here....
All that walking gets the
brain juices flowing, and
ideas come to mind.”

Rachel Comey, fashion designer

The View to Travel For

One of New York’s best-kept secrets is the
lookout at Fort Wadsworth on StatenIsland.
You look to your right and it’s the whole
expanse of the Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge.
You look to your left and it’s all of New York
Harbor: The Statue of Liberty, all of Man-
hattan, so much of Brooklyn. It is gorgeous
up there, and not very often visited.

Jim Heim, senior VP, event development and
production, TCS New York City Marathon

Under-the-Radar Thai

One of my favorite spots to eat at is Khao

Kang in the Elmhurst neighborhood of
Queens, where I order dishes like their
sour fish curry and their fried garlic pork.
Carol Lim, cofounder, Opening Ceremony;

co-creative director, Kenzo

Still the Top Building in Town
Grand Central has never once gotten old
to me. The majesty of the building alone
is worth the visit. It’s possible to feel like
time has stopped in there and that you are
somehow magically connected to those of
the past, the ones you might read about
in an Edith Wharton novel. For me, inside
Grand Central it is always the New York
City of past, present, and future. Elegant,
crowded, full of faces and color.

Lisa Lucas, executive director, National

Book Foundation

A Bar for Every Kind of Drinker

I love interactions at Old Time Bar or
Pete’s Tavern. Proper bartenders! These
places haven’t been around for more than
100 years for nothing.

Concetta Bencivenga, director, New York

Transit Museum

Since it opened in the aughts, I’'ve spent
about half of my life at Clandestino on
Canal Street. While not as “clandestine”
as during its early years, it still draws a
merry, unpretentious gang of devotees
who wouldn’t drink anywhere else. This is
where I plan to have my wake.

Gary Shteyngart, novelist

Every couple of years I like to go to the
Russian Tea Room. It feels like an amazing
untouched relic of another time, and the
atmosphere is unreal. I just love the red
booths and green walls with the big golden
embellishment. We shot my SNL opening
credits there! It’s special and, I think, the
perfect place to bring visitors for a drink.
Aidy Bryant, actress, Saturday

Night Live, Shrill

The Museum You Can't Miss

The famous Manhattan museums have
grown so big and crowded. I’d rather get
my culture without full body contact,
which is one reason my ideal these days is
the Isamu Noguchi Foundation and Garden
Museum. Noguchi designed it himself in
the 1980s, converting a two-story indus-
trial building he’d bought as a studio into
galleries. Today they display his sculp-
tures, furniture, scale models for public-art
commissions, Martha Graham sets, and
paper-sheathed light sculptures for the
home that he called Akari. The courtyard
is a garden with hulking, imposing sculp-
tures he carved out of massive slabs of
gray basalt. Other single-artist museums
make you walk through childhood scrib-
bles before showing you the mature work.
At the Noguchi Museum, you go straight to
the good stuff.

Pete Wells, restaurant critic,

The New York Times

Want more fine arts or late-night
drinking dens? Find them for New York
and all of Condé Nast Traveler’s favorite
cities from around the world in our City
Guides at cntraveler.com/the-places

e Zip-line, ropes course, log flume:
They’ll all be at Coney Island’s
expanded Luna Park this summer
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e Opening at the New York Botanical
Garden in May, “Kusama: Cosmic
Nature” features trippy new works

® Brooklyn Bridge Park
will grow by three and
half acres this summer

e Eleven Madison Park veteran Daniel
Humm will launch an as-yet-
unnamed spot in Midtown this fall






